
  

 

April 2016  
Issue  30 

210, High Street 

Wibsey 

Bradford 

BD6 1QP 

01274 691409 
www.stephenhowardtravel.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

Opening Hours     

 

Mon 9— 5.30 

Tue 9— 5.30 

Wed 9— 1.00 

Thu 9— 5.30 

Fri 9— 5.30 

Sat 9— 1.00 

 

TRAVEL ON THE HIGH STREET 

    Our latest award!Our latest award! 

Keeping our 

clients    

informed 

and inspired 

Our consistent drive to improve the ser-
vices offered to our clients as well as to 
improve our sales was recognised at the 
Alfa Travel  Awards in Llandudno in 
March when Stephen Howard Travel was 
presented with the Most Improved Inde-
pendent Agent Award. We were also 
one of 4 final nominees in the Best Inde-
pendent Agent category but narrowly 
missed out on this one.  To achieve what 
we have, given that these were national 
awards, is outstanding and I am very 
grateful to my staff for their efforts which 
have led to this success.       

However, we will not rest on our laurels  
and will  strive to do the best for our val-
ued clients to keep up with the latest holi-
day information which we can pass on to 
you. Following the demise of the local 
Gain Travel three years ago we extended 
our coach holiday portfolio and this has 
clearly paid off.  But remember we are 
always ready to help you with any holiday 
dream or idea you have and as an inde-
pendent agent we have a wide range of  
tour operators we can choose from.   
Your holiday is important- so is our 
service. We aim to offer the best! 

 

 

WE CAN ARRANGE ADDITIONAL SERVICES TOO! 

Is there anything 
else you need? 

Just ask us. 
We can help in 
so many ways! 

Is there anything 
else you need?

Just ask us. 
We can help in 
so many ways!

LUCKY WINNERS  

The winners of a 
£100 holiday voucher 

which was the prize in the 
draw which ran during our 
promotion days  in January 
and February are Robert 
and Patricia Bradshaw. 
Thanks to all of our clients 
and tour operators who sup-
ported these events which 
once again proved to be 
very  successful. 

Stephen pictured receiving his award from   
James Redmond whom you will recognise from 
“Casualty” and “Hollyoaks” 

In this issue….. 

 Classic Collection 

 Abta update 

 La Belle France 

 Where do my customers 
go on holiday? The Wild 
West 

 Holiday Extras 

 What’s new? 

 Final Thoughts 

Car hire 

Airport 
parking 

Executive 
transfers 

Door to 
door 

transfers 

Airport 
hotels 

Theatre 
tickets 

Airport 
Lounges 

See the back page for 
information from        

Holiday Extras 
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Working in Wibsey for 
over 30 years I am very 
passionate about the vil-
lage and the facilities we 
offer.  
The recent news concern-
ing the permanent closure 
of the Nat West bank is a 
hard pill to swallow. Fortu-
nately, the fears of the 
Wibsey Library facing the 
same fate have been avert-
ed, thanks to members of 
the community obtaining 
signatures on petitions, 
both paper and online ver-
sions.  
Support for our local busi-
nesses is paramount and 
for the ever growing trend 
of people on social media I 
would recommend you like 

“The Wibsey 
Business 
Directory” on  
Facebook. 
 

On the holiday scene with 
Sharm El Sheikh andTuni-
sia continuing to be “no 
go” areas and with peo-
ple’s reluctance to consid-
er Turkey, it is noticeable 
that prices to Spain and its 
islands, along with Portu-
gal and Greece are on the 
increase.  
My advice - don’t leave 
things to the last minute, 
there are unlikely to be 
many bargains about. 
 
Hope to see you soon! 
   

Remember ! Check our website and Facebook page for details of 
special offers and discounts!    www.stephenhowardtravel.co.uk                    

                                  www.facebook.com/stephenhowardtravel 

FINAL THOUGHTS 

 

The MS Thomas Hardy, MS 
Emily Bronte and MS Oscar 
Wilde are 3 brand-new, 5 star, all 
suite ships which will join Rivi-
era’s successful river cruise 
fleet in Europe 2017 along with 
a further brand new ship- also 5 
star- the MS Douro Elegance  
which will sail the 7 day Douro, 
Oporto and Salamanca itinerary 
with optional 4 day post cruise 

extensions on some dates available. In addition, 
their ‘Heart Of Europe’ 
cruise will now  in-
clude a guided tour of 
Bratislava with prices 
starting from a  favour-
able £1499 per person 
for a 15 day  cruise. 

My wife and I sailed with Riviera and had a very  
enjoyable experience. For further information on 
these or any other river cruises just ask us. 

What’s new ?  

Flight Delayed over 3 hours since 2010?         

Under EU regulations you may be entitled to compensation. Let us introduce you to a company called ‘Air Delay’. 
They will handle everything and work on a “no-win, no fee” basis.   Another service your travel agent can provide! 

Flight Delayed over 3 hours since 2010?        
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Due to an in-
crease in the 
numbers of 
consumers re-

porting fraudulent practices, ABTA, 
the travel association, is reminding 
people of the risks in booking their 
flights and holidays on “fake” travel 
websites. Typical indicators of de-
frauding include:   
fuzzy logos for trade associations 
and credit card companies;  
the only option offered for pay-
ment being bank transfer;  
non receipt of tickets or being 
“fobbed off”; 
prices considerably cheaper than 
competitors. Flight prices are most-
ly set by airlines so though there 
may be some slight difference  a 
significant difference could indicate  
that something is not right. 
OUR ADVICE- book with an ABTA 
travel agent you can trust like   
Stephen Howard Travel. 

WARNING FROM ABTA 

LOOKING FOR SOMETHING DIFFERENT? There are now flights with AURIGNY AIRLINES 
flying direct from Leeds Bradford Airport to Guernsey up to 28th September 2016 so  food lovers why 
not try the Guernsey International Food Festival which will run from September 23rd to October 2nd 
2016 showcasing the best of  the island’s food and local produce?  
 

 

 

There is so much to see in France! Our 
near neighbour offers such a wide range of 
opportunities in different landscapes that it 
is small wonder that for the French them-
selves a holiday in their own country is a 
preferred option. And it’s so easy to get 
there! 

A visit to Paris should be on everyone’s 
bucket list with so many wonderful sights to 
see and memories made as you sail along 
the Seine by Notre Dame Cathedral, the 
Louvre Palace not to mention the Eiffel 
Tower or the quaint district of Montmartre. 
Many operators  give options for Paris in-
cluding Jet2 from Leeds/Bradford. A stay in 
the quieter month of August costs from 
£232 pp based on a 2 night break staying 
at the centrally located 3 star Fertel Etoile 
including breakfast. 

A much-loved location of my wife and I is 
Nice on the Cote d’Azur. Its lovely climate 
and long promenades coupled with flower 
markets and restaurants to sit and watch 

the world go by make it very popular with 
many of my clients who return  time and 
time again. Holidays to Nice can be ar-
ranged again through Jet2, Superbreak,  or 
Classic Collection among others.           
Explore the area with an 8 day escorted 
holiday through Newmarket Holidays. Their 
“Nice, Monte Carlo and St. Tropez” tour is 
based in Menton with departures from 
Bradford and Manchester on various dates. 
Prices start from £839 per person. 

If mountains and 
rolling hills are your 
preference then the 
Alpine resorts of  
Chamonix and 
Annecy are a won-
derful choice. Once 
the winter skiing 
season is over 

these resorts are popular for summer walk-
ing holidays and lazy days around the lake. 

TAILOR-MADE LUXURY HOLIDAYS 

Classic Collection offers tailor-made luxury holidays. Featuring a carefully chosen 
selection of superb quality properties on the Cote d’Azur, there is something to suit 
all tastes; from the superbly luxurious and classically elegant, to glamorous, chic 
minimalism, romantic boutique style hotels, and delightful manor houses.   

Nice has it all, an exceptional location, a stunning waterfront, a wonderful year
-round climate and a powder blue sea which has to be seen  to be believed.  

Saint Paul de Vence is a perfectly preserved medieval village, perched on a 
hillside above the Mediterranean. It’s home to countless art galleries and studios.  

Cannes has an air of unattainable exclusivity, but the beauty of the architec-
ture, the cobbled streets and the breath-taking views are free.  

Monaco has its Royal family, Hollywood connections, casinos, boys’ toys, 
celebrities and all the trimmings of a super-rich lifestyle. What Monaco lacks in size 
it more than makes up for in the glamour of couture boutiques, fine restaurants, a 
Grand Prix, tennis tournaments and dazzling fireworks.  

If mountains and 
rolling hills are your 
preference then the 
Alpine resorts of  
Chamonix and 
Annecy are a won-
derful choice. Once 
the winter skiing 
season is over 

For more ideas of  holidays in 
France- give us a call.  

LA BELLE FRANCE 

made luxury holidays. Featuring a carefully chosen 
selection of superb quality properties on the Cote d’Azur, there is something to suit 
all tastes; from the superbly luxurious and classically elegant, to glamorous, chic 

has it all, an exceptional location, a stunning waterfront, a wonderful year

it more than makes up for in the glamour of couture boutiques, fine restaurants, a 

has it all, an exceptional location, a stunning waterfront, a wonderful year

is a perfectly preserved medieval village, perched on a 

has an air of unattainable exclusivity, but the beauty of the architec-

has its Royal family, Hollywood connections, casinos, boys’ toys, 
rich lifestyle. What Monaco lacks in size 

has it all, an exceptional location, a stunning waterfront, a wonderful year

is a perfectly preserved medieval village, perched on a 

it more than makes up for in the glamour of couture boutiques, fine restaurants, a 

Whether you‘d like to shop, sightsee, enjoy fine dining, relax around a gorgeous 
outdoor pool or indulge in a soothing spa treatment, at Classic Collection we’ll do 
our best to deliver your perfect holiday on the Cote d’Azur.  

Contact Stephen Howard Travel to book your holiday with Classic Collection 
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WHERE DO MY CUSTOMERS 
GO ON  HOLIDAY? 

DID YOU KNOW?  SARDATUR HOLIDAYS which specialises in holidays to Italy, is to offer flights 
to Sardinia from Manchester Airport in summer 2016. The flights to this beautiful island will operate on 
Saturdays between July 9th and September 17th departing 8.00 a.m. and arriving back at 3.10 p.m. 
The packages to Sardinia start at £657 per person for seven nights in a 4 star hotel with half board, 
flights and transfers included and are bookable through Stephen Howard Travel. 

Having previously visited Canada and 
Alaska we really didn't think that anything 
could match that holiday but it certainly 
did and proved to be the holiday of a life-
time!  We had reservations about a 17 
day coach tour but with persuasion from 
our friends and advice from Stephen How-
ard we decided to go, especially as     
Titan’s itinerary looked so exciting. 
After a taxi service from our friends’ home 
in Staffordshire with Titan, we flew with 
British Airways to Denver to start our ad-
venture. Denver, ‘The Mile High City’ was 
a great introduction to the American West 
as on the first day we had a tour of the 
gold-domed State Capitol building and 
had a photo taken  on the step which 
marks a mile above sea level. 
Next we travelled up Lookout Mountain for 
our first  long distance view near the 
grave of William F. Cody, better known as 
Buffalo Bill.  
Day 3 and en route to the Rocky Mountain 
National Park we stopped off at the 
charming  resort of Estes Park, the Gate-
way to the park. We enjoyed lunch at the 
highest point amid the wonderful scenery 
of snowy peaks, blue lakes and had  a 
sighting of marmots and elks. 
Our hotel in Cheyenne had beautiful sur-
roundings but our stay was brief and we 
were up at 6am the next day to be ready 
to depart at 8am. This was to be the pat-
tern each day, but it was amazing how 
quickly we got into the routine. We arrived 
at Fort Laramie in time for our picnic 
lunch. Many of the buildings of the 19th 
century fur trading station have survived 

and been refurbished, so we really did 
feel as if we had gone back in time. 
On we went to Rapid City at the foot of 
the Black Hills and like most of the towns 
we stayed at it really  was just one street.  
Next morning we set off into the Black 
Hills to visit the Crazy Horse Memorial. 
Nothing could have prepared us for the 
impact the enormous sculpture, still being 
carved into the mountain, had on us. I 
was also thrilled that we were able to take 
a ride in an old yellow school bus! 
Another short journey to another wonder-
ful stone structure, the 18metre granite 
carving of the faces of four former Ameri-
can Presidents at Mount Rushmore. They 
were spectacular in bright sunshine and 
dramatic when illuminated in the evening. 
 A new day and a stroll around the bizarre 
Devil’s Rock, famous as the  spaceship’s 
landing site in ‘Close Encounters of the 
Third Kind!’ Our close encounter was with 
the cute Prairie Dogs that popped up out 
of their burrows to greet us, unimpressed 
that they were becoming movie stars! 
After a very early breakfast we headed 
west to explore the museums in Cody. 
Finally we entered Yellow Stone National 
Park. It was day 7 so by now everyone 
had relaxed and got to know each other 
and it became a game as to who could 
spot the wild life first. We were so lucky 
with sightings of a grizzly bear, herds of 
bison, elks, bald eagle and big horn sheep 
to add to our lists and the natural wonders 
of the geysers. They were amazing!  The 
eruption of ‘Old Faithful’ at the predicted 
time being the highlight! 
Next day we travelled south through the 
Grand Teton National Park with its mag-
nificent snow capped mountain range 
towards the bustling valley town of Jack-
son on a Friday afternoon  with its party 
atmosphere then on to the State of Utah 
and Salt Lake City. Arriving at lunch time 
we had an orientation tour of this magnifi-
cent city with time to wander in the colour-
ful flower filled gardens of Temple Square 
where the brides from a mass Mormon 
wedding were being photographed. Our 
evening was spent in the huge  shopping 
mall. 

Now we were reaching the Canyons, each 
one so different, from the red sandstone 
of Arches National Park to the horseshoe-
shaped natural amphitheatres of Bryce. 
Our next hotel was the famous Ruby’s Inn 
before a hotel overlooking Lake Powell 
with an early morning departure for our 
day to the Grand Canyon. The weather 
was perfect for viewing this vast canyon 
and our flight in a helicopter was a thrilling 
experience. On reaching the rim we 
seemed to drop off the edge and hover a 
mile above the Colorado River down be-
low. No wonder it is a ‘Wonder of the 
World!’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We then headed south through Navajo 
country to Sedona. This beautiful place 
with spectacular sandstone rocks has 
provided the backdrop for even the earli-
est cowboy films. Plaques, statues, muse-
ums and souvenir shops portrayed its 
history. 
Our last night was to be spent in Scotts-
dale and as we travelled into ‘The Valley 
of the Sun’  we knew that we were in the 
desert as huge cacti grew wild every-
where. This was confirmed when at 7pm 
the outside temperature was still 100°F  
As we approached Phoenix airport the 
next day preparing to say goodbye to our 
incredibly obliging coach driver and in-
deed Derek our brilliant tour manager, we 
were told that we had actually travelled 
3196 miles on our 16 day holiday! A lot of 
traveling but what an amazing experience 
it had been. 
Holiday memories start with the book-
ing process and as always we are con-
fident that no details are ever over-
looked when we book with Stephen 
Howard Travel. Thank you Stephen and 
staff for all your consideration and pro-
fessional service. 

Fancy doing something similar? This holiday was booked through Titan, a company we have featured previously in other 
issues of our newsletter. This 18 day tour experiencing many of the USA’s natural wonders starts from your home with the VIP 
Home Departure Service.  Direct Flights from Heathrow, 14 excursions and visits included within the lead-in price of £2699.00. 
Departure dates for May & June 2017 have already been added to the brochure illustrating the popularity of this tour. 
Alternative versions are available with Travelsphere offering a 17 days “Epic Wonders of the National Parks” starting from £1999 
with an option of a 2 night Las Vegas add-on from £159. Cosmos offer a 16 day “Parks & Canyons Spectacular” starting from 
£2885 with an option to enhance your experience with a Mexican Riviera cruise from £995.                                                         
For further details do not hesitate to give the office a call   

To visit the Grand Canyon had always been on the to do list 
of Bill and Christine Baines who  booked the Titan tour ‘The 
Awe Inspiring National Parks’. They receive a £50 holi-
day voucher for this account of their amazing  holiday. 


